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‘How can you be so thankless to your best friend, Lizzie? The very fire
that warmed you when you were a baby, was picked out of the river
alongside the coal barges. The very basket that you slept in, the tide
washed ashore. The very rockers that I put it upon to make a cradle
of it, I cut out of a piece of wood that drifted from some ship or
another.” (3)
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By which means, or by others, he grew rich as a Dust Contractor, and
lived in a hollow in a hilly country entirely composed of Dust. On his
own small estate the growling old vagabond threw up his own
mountain range, like an old volcano, and its geological formation was
Dust. Coal-dust, vegetable-dust, bone-dust, crockery-dust, rough
dust, and sifted dust—all manner of Dust. (13)
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And what is particularly eligible in the property, Mr. Boffin, is, that it
involves no trouble. There are no estates to manage, no rents to
return so much per cent. upon in bad times [. . .], no agents to take
the cream off the milk before it comes to table. You could put the
whole in a cash-box to-morrow morning, and take it with you to—say,
to the Rocky Mountains. (88)
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It tells us that this is a ‘View of the Great Dustheap, King’s Cross,
Battle Bridge. 1837, from the Maiden Lane (the present York Road) it
was removed in 1848 to assist in rebuilding the City of Moscow,
Russia.” This provides a clue to the commercial value of the dust
mound, which, comprised largely of fine cinders and ash, was sold on
as material for the manufacturing of bricks (in this case, exported to
Russia) as well as to farmers for manure. (Vintagehetty)
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Not many years ago it was the practice for the various master
dustmen to send in their tenders to the vestry, [. . .] offering to pay a
considerable sum yearly to the parish authorities for liberty to collect
the dust from the several houses. The sum formerly paid to the
parish of Shadwell, for instance, though not a very extensive one,
amounted to between 400l. or 500I. per annum; (Mayhew 194)
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but then there was an immense demand for the article, and the
contractors were unable to furnish a sufficient supply from London;
ships were frequently freighted with it from other parts, especially
from Newcastle and the northern ports, and at that time it formed an
article of considerable international commerce—the price being from
15s. to 1l. per chaldron. (Mayhew 194)
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In the process of their work they pushed the sieve from them and
drew it back again with apparent violence, striking it against the
outer leathern apron with such force that it produced each time a
hollow sound, like a blow on the tenor drum. All the women present
were middle aged, with the exception of one who was very old—68
years of age she told me—and had been at the business from a girl.
(Mayhew 197)
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But eyes no less rapacious had watched the growth of the Mounds in
years bygone, and had vigilantly sifted the dust of which they were
composed. No valuables turned up. How should there be any, seeing
that the old hard jailer of Harmony Jail had coined every waif and
stray into money long before? (779)
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Intensifying its negative cultural associations, Ruskin's Evangelical
faith endowed dust with a gloomy significance: dust is proof of
humanity's corruption and God's punishment as pronounced in
Genesis 3:19. [. . .] the Biblical formulation of "dust to dust"
continued to give Ruskin his essential coordinates: dust describes the
fate of material existence (decay) and the form that fate takes (the
molecular). (Mershon 467)
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L. It would not at all be good for you, for instance, whenever you
were washing your faces, and braiding your hair, to be thinking of the
shapes of the jawbones, and of the cartilage of the nose, and of the
jagged sutures of the scalp?

(Resolutely whispered “No’s.”)

L. Still less, to see through a clear glass the daily processes of
nourishment and decay? (Mershon 467-68)
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Ultimately, dust’s ethical value inheres in matter’s susceptibility—its
vulnerability to the erosive effects of wind and water; [. . .] To
behave as well as the dust is, thus, to emulate the patient suffering
of the elements of the earth, which “must passively wait the
appointed time of their repose, or their restoration” (Mershon 471)
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Has a dead man any use for money? Is it possible for a dead man to
have money? What world does a dead man belong to? T'other world.
What world does money belong to? This world. How can money be a
corpse’s? Can a corpse own it, want it, spend it, claim it, miss it? (4)
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When I prepare a miscellaneous one, I know beforehand that I can't
keep to nature, and be miscellaneous with ribs, because every man
has his own ribs, and no other man’s will go with them; but elseways
I can be miscellaneous. I have just sent home a Beauty—a perfect
Beauty—to a school of art. One leg Belgian, one leg English, and the
pickings of eight other people in it. (79-80)
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Now, merciful Heaven be thanked for that old time, enabling me,
without a wasted moment, to have got the boat afloat again, and to
row back against the stream! And grant, O Blessed Lord God, that
through poor me he may be raised from death, and preserved to
some one else to whom he may be dear one day, though never
dearer than to me! (701)
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Therefore, I will fight it out to the last gasp, with her and for her,
here in the open field. When 1 hide her, or strike for her,
faintheartedly, in a hole or a corner, do you, whom I love next best
upon earth, tell me what I shall most righteously deserve to be
told:—that she would have done well to have turned me over with
her foot that night when I lay bleeding to death, and to have spat in
my dastard face. (813)
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